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OVERVIEW

With a focus on traffic calming and place making, the aRT3
planning study identifies locations for enhancements, such

as art installations and other transportation features, along

the Route 3 corridor and its neighboring areas bordering

the right-of-way. The study also recommends transportation
improvements to address safety for various modes of
transportation (including vehicles, semi-trucks, and other modes
of transportation).
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The study area encompasses the 8.5-mile stretch of lllinois
Route 3 from the McKinley Bridge to Interstate 270.

America’'s Central Port facilitated a ‘Planning and Research’
grant from the lllinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) to B
conduct the planning study. N
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The name “aRT3" honors the Route 3 corridor and the :
significance of existing and future art along the corridor.
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VISION FOR FUTURE ART AND ENHANCEMENTS

* Enhance the image of Route 3 and set the corridor apart
from other parts of the region.
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* Demonstrate the vitality of the Route 3 corridor to >
encourage investment by new and existing businesses.

* Welcome visitors and tourists to the communities along :
the Route 3 corridor. . Downtown.

THE VISION WILL BE ACCOMPLISHED BY:
B s |2

Showcasing art that celebrates the unique qualities Incorporating design enhancements into roadway
of the area, including its community, industry, natural infrastructure that further develops the character of
environment, and history. the corridor.

Malntalnlng the corridor as a 'place that is cIeah, safe,
traversing the Metro East. and well cared for.
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

The community was engaged throughout the planning process through community pop-up events to corridor and
community open houses at America’s Central Port. Highlights of community engagement included:

+ October 17, 2024: Pop-Up Event + November 7, 2024: Open House #1 - Businesses and
Six-Mile Regional Library in Granite City Property Owners | America’s Central Port

+ October 31, 2024: Pop-Up Event May 21, 2025: Open House #2 - Businesses, Property
John Ervin Memorial Halloween Party Owners, and the Community | America’s Central Port

ADVISORY COMMITTEE

An advisory committee of more than twenty-five members (including representatives of Route 3 businesses and
property owners, community members, elected officials, and regional stakeholders from the transportation,
economic development, and tourism sectors) worked with the planning team to help guide the process. The
committee met regularly throughout the process from July 2024 to August 2025.
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ENHANCEMENT AND ART OPPORTUNITIES

The map to the right serves as the master plan for the corridor. The plan
highlights the priority art and enhancement initiatives, along with detailed
descriptions of each opportunity site.

@ Existing (or Scheduled) Sculpture Infrastructure

0 Parcel or Right-of-Way Residential Edge

These areas could be one or more of @.
several types of opportunities, including: Streetscape

@ Landscape @ Mural

@ Art / Sculpture

PRIORITY ART AND
ENHANCEMENT INITIATIVES

-::_::- Highlighted on map

+ 1-270 and Route 3 Interchange (Multiple Projects)
* Granite City Sign

«  Granite City Parcel

¢ Grain Bin Mural (America's Central Port)

« Corridor Landscape Stewardship
The overall landscape stewardship strategy
includes a focus on interchanges (including
simplifying the landscape at the interchanges),
clean (mowed) edges between the interchanges,
and utilizing IDOT’s existing Operation Habitat
program at select locations.

Priority: I-270 and Route 3 Interchange Priority: Grain Bin Mural Priority: Landscape Stewardship
(including enhanced mowing)
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TRANSPORTATION SAFETY STRATEGIES

The Route 3 corridor in this study area has experienced years of above-average traffic crashes. The Pontoon
Road/Route 3 intersection ranks among the top 5% of priority intersections in the East-West Gateway Council of
Governments' Regional Safety Action Plan, while the four-mile stretch of Route 3 from near Niedringhaus Avenue to
just north of Northgate Industrial ranks in the top 10% of priority corridors for needed safety improvements.

As part of the aRT3 planning process, conceptual safety countermeasures and traffic calming practices were
evaluated for Route 3. The plan recommends geometric improvements to high-crash intersections in the northern
half of the corridor, as well as a lane reconfiguration to reduce speeds in the southern half. The aRT3 plan provides
a framework for advancing transportation

improvements, including; 1270 Interchange / Chain of Rocks
IDOT Planned Project

Intersection Design and
Phase | Alignment Study
IDOT should proceed with Intersection Design

Studies and a Phase | Alignment Study to Cgiigkgf ;

further develop and evaluate the conceptual 4 Bridge d “

designs outlined in the aRT3 Plan. Traffic Safety Strategies N

Intersection Improvements * Intersection Geometric /””“;ZZZS;‘--..,,‘ /

Future intersection improvements should Changes

include the recommendations as outlined *  Existing Speed Limit :

in the aRT3 Plan, including evaluating the * 55m ph

feasibility and benefits of a roundabout at the  \

Route 3 and Broadway intersection, along with ) ié‘“* Pontoon Rd

the potential for a shared-use path connecting 4 ;

the Confluence Trail and McKinley Bridge to A

the City of Venice, and improving pedestrian A

accommodations at the intersection of Route 3 )

and Chain of Rocks Road in coordination with 4 P

enhanced transit stops. (T ffic Safet \}//// » ")f Lsess==sd 2024 IDOT Project

Advance the Goals of the ‘Gateway S,:a I -a ey § (Completed) Y
i . rategies

to Safer Roadways: St. Louis /

Regional Safety Action Plan’ * Lane . i : I D

IDOT and local partners should Reconfiguration ;RL;)CL;Tt'iI:B Sglddg:rR_ep:cement

continue advancing the goals outlined | * Reduced Speed g J

in the 2024 East-West Gateway Limit /1/

Council of Governments (EWG) e 4 5 m p h . Traffic Safety Strategies

Gateway to Safer Roadways: St. Louis L y EZZ‘Z ?:;‘;';zgezrfitr':{t‘ with

Regional Safety Action Plan. The Action v (3-Lanes to 2-Lanes)

Plan calls for safety improvements

to the Pontoon Road/Route 3

interchange by 2030, as well as
safety improvements along the four- . @5‘5
mile stretch of Route 3 from near
Niedringhaus Avenue to just north of

Northgate Industrial by 2035. ,_/m/
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Traffic Safety Strategies
Intersection Geometric Changes
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Intersection - Existing Signalization

""'~~...- Broadway
IDOT Planned Project
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